The Play That Goes Wrong Audition Information

Thank you for auditioning for Oregon Community Theatre’s production of The Play That Goes
Wrong. Here is information about the show to help you with the process. Break a leg!

Character Descriptions:

Chris Bean: plays inspector Carter and fills in for the role of Mr. Fitzroy — and is also he show’s
set designer, costume designer, prop maker, box office manager, press person, voice coach,
choreographer, and more. Did we mention he’s also the show’s director? He is uptight and
nervous.

Jonathan Harris: plays Charles Haversham and sees himself as a kind of James Bond.

Robert Grove: plays Thomas Colleymoore and is a bad actor and unaware of those around him.
Dennis Tyde: plays Perkins and is involved in theater because he wants friends.

Sandra Wilkinson: plays Florence Colleymoore and is extremely conceited.

Max Bennett: plays Cecil Haversham and Arthur the Gardener and is inexperienced and naive.
Trevor Watson: the lighting and sound operator and is all business.

Annie Twilloil: the stage manager who grows a love for acting after initially being terrified of it.

Synopsis:

It is opening night of the Cornley Polytechnic Drama Society’s production of the 1920s
murder mystery, The Murder at Haversham Manor. The thespians have seen “success” with
previous plays, and the time has come to present this show—a play similar to Agatha Christie’s
The Mousetrap—to the audience, whether they’re ready or not.

Excitedly, Director Chris Bean welcomes the audience while the company is frantically making
last-minute changes to the set. They don’t have time to finish, but as the old adage states, “The
show must go on!”

Character Charles Haversham is killed, and the murder mystery plot begins to unfold, but not
very smoothly. Enter Jonathan, who outright trips on his entrance. Thomas and Perkins try to
enter, finding the door to be stuck shut. A chaotic cacophony of calamities ensues, including
disappearing props, missing actors, collapsing sets, forgotten and entirely flubbed lines,
breaking character, and more. Throughout the mishaps and pandemonium on- and backstage,
Inspector Carter tries to conduct an investigation on the death of Charles.



The first act ends as the characters realize the murderer must still be in the manor. During

the play’s intermission, the director tries to assure the cast that this isn’t the worst play in the

history of ever (or is it?)—and they press forward to Act Il. But the more the play progresses,

the worse the acting gets. What will be the big climax: the reveal of the murderer or how this

acting company gets through this performance?

Important Dates:

Auditions— Friday 2/6 6:00-8:30 PM (45 minute time blocks)
Saturday 2/7 1:00-3:30 PM (45 minute time blocks)
Sunday 2/8 2:00-? (Callbacks, if needed)

(All auditions will be held at St. Mark Lutheran Church)

Cast announced no later than Tuesday, 2/10

Mandatory Cast and Crew Meeting and Read-through— Monday, 2/16, at 6:30 PM,
Venue TBD

Rehearsals begin on Monday, 2/23, at 6:30 PM, Venue TBD
Rehearsals return to Fassett Junior High the week of 3/23
Tech Week— 4/20-25

Show Dates— 4/24-25, 5/1-2-3

Brush-up— Wednesday, 4/29

Audition Expectations:

Strong comic timing

Adept at physical humor, slapstick

British accent

Fearless, committed readings with your scene partner(s)

Portray two distinct characters— (Drama Society member/Haversham Manor character)

Seamlessly move between characters— (Drama Society member/Haversham Manor
character)



o Wear comfortable clothing because you will be moving around a lot

e We will be casting tech crew from the audition pool since the backstage crew will need
to work closely with individual performers and have the skills to master the timing and
implementation of the backstage bits.

Audition Sides:

Audition sides are separate from the audition information. Please check www.octshows.org to

access them.
e The sides do not need to be memorized.
o Sides will be available at auditions.

¢ You may not read all the sides at auditions; you may be asked to read for any role.

Break a leg!



